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Who and What? 

● Every student in grades 6-8 next fall will participate in the EHMS Reading 

Program by reading at least one book during their summer break. 

● Current Grade 6 and 7 students will be choosing a text by May 18 (tentatively) 

while Grade 5 student will choose on their shadow day at EHMS.

● Students will be able to pick their top three book selections. We will notify 

students prior to the end of school as to which book club they will be a part of for 

this summer. 

   



Who and What (Cont.)

● Some books on this list contain a Mature Content Advisory indicating  that it may 

not be the best choice for some readers. Should a student select such a book he 

will be asked to obtain a parent or guardian’s signature. Parents should consider 

their child’s reading tastes and maturity. https://www.commonsensemedia.org/ 

is a good reference. 

● Parents/Guardians may wish to read their child’s book choices. 

● Student selections will be confirmed through in school posting.

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/


Who and What (Cont.)

● All students should consider the reading level and subject matter before choosing 

their top three selections and discuss their choices with their parents/guardians.

● On the first day of school, students will demonstrate that they read their book by 

participating in a small group discussion and collaborating with their peers to 

craft a visual representation of the novel.



2019 Book Clubs
EHMS



Rook
by Sharon Cameron Leader: Ms. Pegg

ROOK takes place in a dystopian future where the 
Earth's axis has shifted, rendering technology useless. 
Centuries after this collapse, in the Sunken City built on the 
ruins of Paris, a villainous politician is using a reign of 
terror to eliminate his opponents and seize their property. 
As more and more of his victims go to the guillotine, a 
mysterious hero known as the Red Rook spirits others to 
safety, leaving a red-tipped feather behind to taunt their 
would-be killer. In between missions, the Rook, aka 
18-year-old Sophia Bellamy, has other problems, especially 
the Parisian she's being forced to marry to save her family 
from financial ruin. If you loved Hunger Games, Divergent, or 
other major dystopian novels, you will love Rook!



Million-Dollar Throw        Leader: Mr. Galvam
Everyone calls Nate Brodie "Brady" because he's a 
New England quarterback, just like his idol, Tom 
Brady. And now he's got a chance to win a million 
dollars by throwing one pass through a target at 
halftime in the Patriots; Thanksgiving night game. 
More than anything, Nate's family needs the 
money—his dad's been downsized, his mom's 
working two jobs, and they're on the verge of losing 
their house. The worry is more weight than a 
13-year-old can bear, and it's affecting his playing for 
his own football team. Suddenly the boy with the 
golden arm is having trouble completing a pass . . . 
but can he make the one that really counts?



Irena’s Children             Leader: Mrs. Tracey

Young readers edition

Before she was arrested and threatened with execution for her actions, Irena Sendler 
and her friends saved the lives of more than two thousand Jewish children. A small 
woman in her twenties, Irena was as courageous as they come. Standing up to the 
Nazis, Irena did what she believed in. Soon she was acting like an experienced 
general. Her foot soldiers and her army were dozens of ordinary people, across the city 
of Warsaw, who agreed to help hide children from the Nazis and to save them. With 
guts of steel and unfaltering bravery, Irena smuggled children out of the walled Jewish  
ghetto in coffins and toolboxes, under overcoats at checkpoints and through dank 
sewers and secret passages into safety. 

This is the story of Irena Sendler, the children she saved, and some of those brave and 
average people who helped her. If you had been alive during the dark days of the 
Second World War, would you have been one of the people who joined her? Irena 
Sendler’s story inspires everyone, grownups and young people, to ask themselves that 
important question.



Mighty Jack & Mighty Jack and the Goblin King
Leader: Mr. Lee and Mr. Sladewski                                           

Book 1:In Hatke’s reworking of “Jack and the Beanstalk,” Jack 
must care for his younger sister, Maddy, while his single mother 
holds down two jobs over the summer. Maddy doesn’t speak, but 
she’s entranced by the magic seeds she and Jack pick up from a 
shady dealer at a flea market, in exchange for their mother’s car 
keys. Once they plant them, their home-schooled, sword-wielding 
neighbor Lilly is curious about their new garden, too—a little too 
curious. There’s action and menace aplenty, including a dragon 
whose ferocity only Maddy can quell. Jack’s desperate efforts to 
juggle the needs of three complex female characters drive this 
sensitive retelling.
Book 2: Mighty Jack and the Goblin King is the second and final 
book in Ben Hatke's Mighty Jack series. Hatke reworks the fairy 
tale as classic fantasy, including sword fights and perilous 
adventures. The danger feels very real: Children are attacked, 
bitten, and injured, and creatures are stabbed and beaten.

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/search/ben%20hatke
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/mighty-jack-book-1


Going Solo              Leader: Mr. Hamilton
The fascinating story of Roald Dahl's life continues in Going Solo, a marvelous 
evocation of the author's wartime exploits. As a pilot in World War II, Roald 
Dahl had some wonderfully exciting -- and frighteningly near-death -- 
experiences including encounters with the enemy, battles with deadly snakes, 
and incredible dogfights. Told with the same irresistible appeal that has made 
Dahl one of the world's best-loved writers, Going Solo brings you directly into 
the action and into the mind of this brilliant man. If you like Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory, Witches, The BFG… this is a completely DIFFERENT 
book.

Lexile Level: 1080L - challenging vocabulary at times

**For growth minded readers that can handle reading some situations of 
mature content**



Chasing Lincoln’s Killer                             Leader: Mrs. Turbanisch

NEW YORK TIMES bestselling author James Swanson 
delivers a riveting account of the chase for Abraham 
Lincoln's assassin. Based on rare archival material, 
obscure trial manuscripts, and interviews with relatives of 
the conspirators and the manhunters, CHASING 
LINCOLN'S KILLER is a fast-paced thriller about the pursuit 
and capture of John Wilkes Booth: a wild twelve-day chase 
through the streets of Washington, D.C., across the 
swamps of Maryland, and into the forests of Virginia.



 
Anne of Green Gables    Leader:  Mrs. Nunes

            As soon as Anne Shirley arrives at the snug white 
farmhouse called Green Gables, she is sure she wants to 
stay forever . . . but will the Cuthberts send her back to to 
the orphanage? Anne knows she's not what they 
expected—a skinny girl with fiery red hair and a temper 
to match. If only she can convince them to let her stay, 
she'll try very hard not to keep rushing headlong into 
scrapes and blurting out the first thing that comes to her 
mind. Anne is not like anyone else, the Cuthberts agree; 
she is special—a girl with an enormous imagination. This 
orphan girl dreams of the day when she can call herself 
Anne of Green Gables. 



     Flipped Leader: Mrs. Rego
The first time she saw him, she flipped. The first time he saw 
her, he ran. That was the second grade, but not much has 
changed by the seventh. Juli says: “My Bryce. Still walking 
around with my first kiss.” He says: “It’s been six years of 
strategic avoidance and social discomfort.” But in the eighth 
grade everything gets turned upside down: just as Bryce is 
thinking that there’s maybe more to Juli than meets the eye, 
she’s thinking that he’s not quite all he seemed.

This is a classic romantic comedy of errors told in alternating 
chapters by two fresh, funny voices. 



Counting by 7s Leader:
by Holly Goldberg Sloan   Mrs. Bradshaw         

From Amazon: 
Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature and diagnosing 
medical conditions, who finds it comforting to count by 7s. It has never been easy for 
her to connect with anyone other than her adoptive parents, but that hasn’t kept her 
from leading a quietly happy life . . . until now.
 
Suddenly Willow’s world is tragically changed when her parents both die in a car 
crash, leaving her alone in a baffling world. The triumph of this book is that it is not a 
tragedy. This extraordinarily odd, but extraordinarily endearing, girl manages to push 
through her grief. Her journey to find a fascinatingly diverse and fully believable 
surrogate family is a joy and a revelation to read.

A New York Times Bestseller

https://www.amazon.com/Counting-7s-Holly-Goldberg-Sloan/dp/014242286X
https://www.amazon.com/Counting-7s-Holly-Goldberg-Sloan/dp/014242286X


The Girl Who Threw Butterflies
Leader: Mrs. Gunschel

For an eighth grader, Molly Williams has more than her fair share 
of problems. Her father has just died in a car accident, and her 
mother has become a withdrawn, quiet version of herself.Molly 
doesn’t want to be seen as “Miss Difficulty Overcome”; she wants 
to make herself known to the kids at school for something other 
than her father’s death. So she decides to join the baseball team. 
The boys’ baseball team. Her father taught her how to throw a 
knuckleball, and Molly hopes it’s enough to impress her coaches as 
well as her new teammates.Over the course of one baseball 
season, Molly must figure out how to redefine her relationships to 
things she loves, loved, and might love: her mother; her brilliant 
best friend, Celia; her father; her enigmatic and artistic teammate, 
Lonnie; and of course, baseball.



The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, The 
Witch and the Wardrobe        Leader: Mr. Luz

Four adventurous siblings—Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy 
Pevensie—step through a wardrobe door and into the land of 
Narnia, a land frozen in eternal winter and enslaved by the 
power of the White Witch. But when almost all hope is lost, the 
return of the Great Lion, Aslan, signals a great change . . . and 
a great sacrifice.

“Wrong will be right, when Aslan comes in sight,
At the sound of his roar, sorrows will be no more,
When he bares his teeth, winter meets its death,
And when he shakes his mane, we shall have spring again.” 
― C.S. Lewis, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe



Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie                Leader: Mr. Stanton

A brave and beautiful story that will make readers laugh, and 
break their hearts at the same time. Steven has a totally normal 
life (well, almost).

He plays drums in the All-City Jazz Band (whose members call 
him the Peasant), has a crush on the hottest girl in school (who 
doesn't even know he's alive), and is constantly annoyed by his 
younger brother, Jeffrey (who is cuter than cute - which is also 
pretty annoying). But when Jeffrey gets sick, Steven's world is 
turned upside down, and he is forced to deal with his brother's 
illness, his parents' attempts to keep the family in one piece, his 
homework, the band, girls, and Dangerous Pie (yes, you'll have 
to read the book to find out what that is!).



Lily and Dunkin
Leader: Ms. Drouin

Lily and Dunkin is a wonderfully written story about the start-and-stop 
friendship between an eighth-grader who is transgender and another who's 
struggling with mental illness. The bullies of one become the new friends of 
the other in this gently written story by Donna Gephart (Olivia Bean: Trivia 
Queen). There's a predictable amount of middle school cruelty, including the 
verbal and physical bullying of transgender Lily. Children also deal with some 
family strife, and an off-page character commits suicide. Both teens have 
warm, loving families but difficult relationships with their fathers.

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/search/donna%20gephart
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/olivia-bean-trivia-queen
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/olivia-bean-trivia-queen


Steve Jobs: The Man Who Thought Different

A riveting biography of the groundbreaking innovator who was a giant in 
the worlds of computing, music, filmmaking, design, smart phones, and 
more.

From the start, his path was never predictable. Steve Jobs was given up for adoption at birth, 
dropped out of college after one semester, and at the age of twenty, created Apple in his 
parents' garage with his friend Steve Wozniack.

Then came the core and hallmark of his genius―his exacting moderation for perfection, his 
counterculture life approach, and his level of taste and style that pushed all boundaries. A 
devoted husband, father, and Buddhist, he battled cancer for over a decade, became the 
ultimate CEO, and made the world want every product he touched, from the Macintosh to the 
iPhone, from iTunes and the iPod to the Macbook.

Leader: Ms. Reuther

https://www.amazon.com/Steve-Jobs-Thought-Different-Biography/dp/125001445X
https://www.amazon.com/Steve-Jobs-Thought-Different-Biography/dp/125001445X


Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them
J.K. Rowling
Leaders: Ms. Beausoleil and Ms. Vertullo

Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them, Newt 
Scamander's classic compendium of magical creatures, 
has delighted generations of wizarding readers. Now, in 
this updated edition with a new foreword by Newt himself 
and the unveiling of six beasts little known outside the 
American wizarding community, Muggles too have the 
chance to discover where the Thunderbird lives, what the 
Puffskein eats, and why shiny objects should always be 
kept away from the Niffler.



Refugee Leader: Mrs. Pimental

JOSEF is a Jewish boy living in 1930s Nazi Germany. With the threat of concentration 
camps looming, he and his family board a ship bound for the other side of the world...

ISABEL is a Cuban girl in 1994. With riots and unrest plaguing her country, she and her 
family set out on a raft, hoping to find safety in America . . .

MAHMOUD is a Syrian boy in 2015. With his homeland torn apart by violence and 
destruction, he and his family begin a long trek toward Europe . . .

All three kids go on harrowing journeys in search of refuge. All will face unimaginable 
dangers -- from drownings to bombings to betrayals. But there is always the hope of 
tomorrow. And although Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud are separated by continents and 
decades, shocking connections will tie their stories together in the end.

This action-packed novel tackles topics both timely and timeless: courage, survival, and 
the quest for home.



Ripper
By: Stefan Petrucha Leader: Mrs. Leblanc

There is a killer on the loose in New York City, 
and Carver Young is the only one who sees the 
startling connection between the recent string of 
murders and the most famous serial killer in 
history: Jack the Ripper. Time is winding down 
until the killer claims another victim; but Carver 
soon sees that, to the Ripper, this is all a game 
that he may be destined to lose.



Holes Leader: Mr. Ricciardi
Stanley Yelnats is under a curse. A curse that began with his 
no-good-dirty-rotten- pig-stealing-great-great-grandfather and 
has since followed generations of Yelnats. Now Stanley has been 
unjustly sent to a boys' detention center, Camp Green Lake, where 
the warden makes the boys "build character" by spending all day, 
every day, digging holes: five feet wide and five feet deep. It 
doesn't take long for Stanley to realize there's more than 
character improvement going on at Camp Green Lake. The boys are 
digging holes because the warden is looking for something. Stanley 
tries to dig up the truth in this inventive and darkly humorous tale 
of crime and punishment—and redemption.

Winner of the Newbery Medal and the National Book Award! This #1 New 
York Times bestselling, modern classic in which boys are forced to dig 
holes day in and day out



The Book Thief                 Leader: Mrs. Hunter

Death himself narrates the story of Liesel, a German girl left with foster 
parents just before the outbreak of World War II. Along the way to her 
new home with her younger brother, he dies.  After the funeral, Liesel 
steals The Gravedigger's Handbook, though she cannot yet read. It's 
only the first of what will become a series of book thefts. As she settles 
in with her harsh but caring foster mother, Rosa, and kind foster father, 
Hans, Liesel gets to know her poor neighborhood and learns to read. 
Her obsession with books grows as the war closes in, rationing is put in 
place, air raids begin, and Hans hides a Jewish man in the basement 
before he is marched to Dachau. Through it all, Death travels the Earth, 
taking in more and more souls every day.



How High the Moon*        Leader: Mrs. Olivier
By Karyn Parsons

To Kill a Mockingbird meets One Crazy Summer in this powerful, bittersweet debut about one girl's journey to 
reconnect with her mother and learn the truth about her father in the tumultuous times of the Jim Crow South.

"Timely, captivating, and lovely. So glad this book is in the world." --Jacqueline Woodson, author of Brown Girl 
Dreaming

In the small town of Alcolu, South Carolina, in 1944, 12-year-old Ella spends her days fishing and 
running around with her best friend Henry and cousin Myrna. But life is not always so sunny for Ella, 
who gets bullied for her light skin tone, and whose mother is away pursuing a jazz singer dream in 
Boston. So Ella is ecstatic when her mother invites her to visit for Christmas. Little does she expect 
the truths she will discover about her mother, the father she never knew and her family's most 
unlikely history. And after a life-changing month, she returns South and is shocked by the news that 
her schoolmate George has been arrested for the murder of two local white girls. Bittersweet and 
eye-opening, How High the Moon is a timeless novel about a girl finding herself in a world all but 
determined to hold her down.     *This book contains some mature content.



Eleanor & Park       Leader: Mrs. Arsenault 

Eleanor & Park is the first young adult novel written by Rainbow 
Rowell. Published in 2013, the story follows dual narratives by 
Eleanor and Park, two misfits living in Omaha, Nebraska from 

1986 to 1987. Eleanor, a chubby 16-year-old girl with curly red 
hair, and Park, a half-Korean, 16-year-old boy, meet on a school 
bus on Eleanor's first day at the school and gradually connect 
through comic books and mix tapes of '80s music, sparking a 
love story.

***MATURE CONTENT

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Young_adult_fiction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rainbow_Rowell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rainbow_Rowell


The Clay Lion                    Leader: Ms. Ford

What if you could go back in time to save the person you love the most? 

The rules are simple. If you want to travel back in time, you need to be at least 
eighteen years old. You can only travel within your own lifespan for a maximum of 
six months. And above all else, you must never, ever, change the past. 

But that's exactly what Brooke Wallace plans to do. 

As Brooke faces existence without her beloved brother, his life cut short by a rare 
disease, she can think of only one solution - travel back in time to prevent his 
death. However, her attempts at fixing the past challenge her to confront everything 
she believes to be true about herself. And ultimately, she is forced to discover 
whether or not we can ever truly be in charge of our own destiny.



The Reason I Jump                   Leader: Ms. Byrnes

“You’ve never read a book like The Reason I Jump. Written 
by Naoki Higashida, a very smart, very self-aware, and 
very charming thirteen-year-old boy with autism, it is a 
one-of-a-kind memoir that demonstrates how an autistic 
mind thinks, feels, perceives, and responds in ways few of 
us can imagine. Parents and family members who never 
thought they could get inside the head of their autistic 
loved one at last have a way to break through to the 
curious, subtle, and complex life within.”

Translated by Yoshida and David Mitchell



Breadcrumbs        Leader: Mrs. Bernardo

Be careful what you wish for! A fantasy world with witches and spells always 
seemed exciting to Hazel, until her best friend Jack disappears, that is, and 
she actually has to journey into that territory.

Hazel’s teacher thinks she has an overactive imagination, and the other kids 
at school think she is just plain weird. Except Jack. Since they were 6, he's 
been Hazel’s best friend. But when a shard of enchanted mirror flies into 
Jack’s eye, Jack starts hanging out with the boys instead of Hazel. Then, 
suddenly, Jack's gone. When one of the boys tells Hazel he saw Jack ride into 
the woods on a wolf-drawn sled with a silver woman made of snow, Hazel 
realizes only she can rescue Jack. But although she’s read countless fairy tales 
and fantasies, none of them has prepared her for walking through a genuine 
enchanted woods. As one of its inhabitants tells her, "It’s not the wolves you 
have to worry about."



  Heart of a Samurai   Leader: Ms. Bendiksen

In 1841, a Japanese fishing vessel sinks. Its crew is forced to 
swim to a small, unknown island, where they are rescued by a 
passing American ship. Japan’s borders remain closed to all 
Western nations, so the crew sets off to America, learning 
English on the way. Manjiro, a fourteen-year-old boy, is 
curious and eager to learn everything he can about this new 
culture. Eventually the captain adopts Manjiro and takes him 
to his home in New England. The boy lives for some time in 
New England, and then heads to San Francisco to pan for 
gold. After many years, he makes it back to Japan, only to be 
imprisoned as an outsider. With his hard-won knowledge of 
the West, Manjiro is in a unique position to persuade the 
shogun to ease open the boundaries around Japan; he may 
even achieve his unlikely dream of becoming a samurai.



Project (Un)Popular
                                               Leader: Mrs. Lunney

Popularity: who has it, who wants it, and who won’t get it is the topic of this 
story about two middle school friends who want to make the lives of their 
classmates more equitable, to disastrous results.

Middle school isn’t a popularity contest. It’s a war.

Perry and her best friend, Venice, are excited to be yearbook photographers and 
tell the story of their school through their art. But that’s before they find out the 
truth: the spontaneous moments they’re supposed to capture are all faked. Bossy 
eighth grader Anya gives them a list of the popular kids—her own friends—who 
Perry and Venice have to take pictures of. And that makes Perry super mad. 

Yearbooks should include everybody—even the dorks. But Perry feels totally 
stuck. Until she starts taking flattering shots of the people on Anya’s list, none of 
her candids will ever be chosen. Perry can’t sit by and let this happen. But fighting 
back isn’t going to win her any friends—she might even lose some. Perry has to 
decide what’s more important: fitting in . . . or standing out. 



FISH IN A TREE        Leader:  Mrs. Landis

Everybody is smart in different ways. But if you judge a fish by its ability to 
climb a tree, it will live its life believing it is stupid.

Ally has been smart enough to fool a lot of smart people. Every time 
she lands in a new school, she is able to hide her inability to read by 
creating clever yet disruptive distractions. She is afraid to ask for help; 
after all, how can you cure dumb? However, her newest teacher Mr. 
Daniels sees the bright, creative kid underneath the trouble maker. With 
his help, Ally learns not to be so hard on herself and that dyslexia is 
nothing to be ashamed of. She discovers that there’s a lot more to 
her—and to everyone—than a label, and that great minds don’t always 
think alike.



Bailey’s Story               Leader: Mrs. Cadima

Every dog has work to do. Every dog has a purpose.

When Bailey meets eight-year-old Ethan, he quickly 
figures out his purpose: to play with the boy, to 
explore the farm during summers with the boy, and to 
tidy the boy's dishes by licking them clean (only when 
Mom isn't watching). But Bailey soon learns that life 
isn't always so simple, that sometimes bad things 
happen, and that there can be no greater purpose 
than to protect the boy he loves.



To Kill a Mockingbird Leader:  Mr. Reedy

Set in the small Southern town of Maycomb, 
Alabama, during the Depression, To Kill a 
Mockingbird follows three years in the life of 
8-year-old Scout Finch, her brother, Jem, and 
their father, Atticus--three years punctuated by 
the arrest and eventual trial of a young black 
man accused of committing a serious crime 
against a white woman. Though her story 
explores big themes, Harper Lee chooses to tell 
it through the eyes of a child. The result is a 
tough and tender novel of race, class, justice, 
and the pain of growing up.



The Time Machine Leader:  Mr. Marshall

So begins the Time Traveller’s astonishing firsthand 
account of his journey 800,000 years beyond his 
own era.  With a speculative leap that still fires the 
imagination, Wells sends his brave explorer to face a 
future burdened with our greatest hopes...and our 
darkest fears. A pull of the Time Machine’s lever 
propels him to the age of a slowly dying Earth.  There 
he discovers two bizarre races—the ethereal Eloi and 
the subterranean Morlocks—who not only 
symbolize the duality of human nature, but offer a 
terrifying portrait of the men of tomorrow as well.  
Published in 1895, this masterpiece of invention 
captivated readers on the threshold of a new century. 
Thanks to Wells’s expert storytelling and 
provocative insight, The Time Machine will 
continue to enthrall readers for generations to come.



The Great Train Robbery*     Leader: Mr. Edwards

In teeming Victorian London, where lavish wealth and appalling poverty 
live side by side, Edward Pierce charms the most prominent of the 
well-to-do as he cunningly orchestrates the crime of the century. 

Who would suspect that a gentleman of breeding could mastermind the 
daring theft of a fortune in gold? Who could predict the consequences 
of making the extraordinary robbery aboard the pride of England's 
industrial era, the mighty steam locomotive? 

Based on fact, as lively as legend, and studded with all the suspense 
and style of a modern fiction master, here is a classic caper novel set a 
decade before the age of dynamite--yet nonetheless explosive....

*PARENT ADVISORY: book contains some mature content.



The Hate U Give*: Ms. Roderick

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she 
lives and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between these 
worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend 
Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed.

Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even 
a drug dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name. Some 
cops and the local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone wants to 
know is: what really went down that night? And the only person alive who can answer that is 
Starr.

But what Starr does—or does not—say could upend her community. It could also endanger 
her life.

*Parent Advisory: There is mature content



Towers Falling              Leader: Mrs. Sullivan

  When her teacher hints that a series of lessons about home and 
community will culminate with one big answer about two tall towers once 
visible outside their classroom window, Dèja can't help but feel confused. 
She sets off on a journey of discovery, with new friends Ben and Sabeen 
by her side. 

  Rhodes's novel offers a way to discuss the events of 9/11 with students 
too young to remember this pivotal event. This well-paced novel follows 
Deja, whose father suffers from a chronic cough, depression, and anxiety, 
all of which prevent him from maintaining a job. As a result, Deja and her 
family have lost their apartment and are now living in a group home in 
Brooklyn. When Deja begins at a new school, she makes friends with a 
Muslim girl and a boy whose father is an Iraq War veteran. When their 
teacher begins a lesson about September 11, the three friends learn how 
the day's events relate to them as individuals and as part of their wider 
community. 



Treasure Island Leader: Mr. Furtado

Peg-legged pirates, colorful parrots, and plundered riches—they’re all 
here in Robert Louis Stevenson’s original seafaring adventure.

When young Jim Hawkins decides to follow a map to buried treasure, 
he must befriend or outsmart memorable characters such as pirate 
Long John Silver, captain Billy Bones, and island man Ben Gunn. 
Mutinous plans, mysterious deaths, and a tangle of double crosses 
keep Jim guessing all the way to the prize.

Inspired by real-life seafarers, Stevenson captures the adventurous 
spirit of the times and the imagination of readers, young and old 
alike.



The Watson’s Go to Birmingham-1963   Leader: Mrs. O’Brien

 A Newbery Medal and Coretta Scott Award Winner.—from Christopher Paul Curtis, author of Bud, 

Not Buddy.

Sometimes 10-year-old Kenny can't believe his own family. Sometimes they act so crazy he thinks they 

should be known as the Weird Watsons of Flint, Michigan. Between trying to understand his parents' humor 

and dealing with his too-cool older brother and crybaby-tattletale little sister, Kenny never has a dull 

moment.

So, Kenny wonders, how will this wacky bunch survive when Momma and Dad load the whole family into 

the "Brown Bomber" for the long drive down to Birmingham, Alabama to visit Grandma Sands? With only a 

few brief rest stops along the way, the Watsons finally arrive in Birmingham, greeted by stifling heat and 

Grandma's strong hugs.

Just when the family starts to settle into a comfortable Southern rhythm, tragedy strikes in Birmingham and 

changes all their lives forever.”  



The Neverending Story    Leader: Ms. Daviski

When the world is filled with stories, but no one believes in them, what are the 
consequences? Young Bastian is swept into a journey that unravels this 
mystery.

Having recently lost his mother, and trying to cope with bullying at school, 
Bastian feels hopeless. But when he finds the Neverending Story, he enters 
the world of Fantastica, where adventures beyond imagination await him. 

This German classic brings metaphors, symbols, and archetypes to life in an 
epic hero’s quest. Will Bastian be transformed by the wisdom of The 
Neverending Story? Or will he, and Fantastica, be lost forever?



An American Plague Leader: Mrs. Edwards
1793, Philadelphia. The nation's capital and the largest city in North 
America is devastated by an apparently incurable disease, cause 
unknown . . .

In a powerful, dramatic narrative, critically acclaimed author Jim 
Murphy describes the illness known as yellow fever and the toll it 
took on the city's residents, relating the epidemic to the major social 
and political events of the day and to 18th-century medical beliefs 
and practices. Drawing on first-hand accounts, Murphy spotlights 
the heroic role of Philadelphia's free blacks in combating the 
disease, and the Constitutional crisis that President Washington 
faced when he was forced to leave the city—and all his 
papers—while escaping the deadly contagion. The search for the 
fever's causes and cure, not found for more than a century 
afterward, provides a suspenseful counterpoint to this riveting true 
story of a city under siege.

PARENT ADVISORY: Graphic descriptions of death and dying



Which will you choose? 
You can pick a total of 3 books and you will have to read 1 
for this summer. 


